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Rainforest locations
Most of the worlds rainforests 
are located along the equator 
because it is hot there. Here are 
a few of the rainforests and 
where they are: The Amazon 
(South America-Brazil), 
Madagascan Rainforest (Africa) 
and The Olympic Rainforest( North 
America).Last but not least, there 
is the Congo River Basin which is 
located in Africa.

Layers of the Rainforest
Their are four layers to a rainforest, 
the first one is called the forest, 
floor and then it's the understory, 
then the canopy, and then the 
tallest layer is the emergent.



The forest floor is the first layer 
starting from the ground. It is 
a dark layer due to the lack of 
sunlight so almost no plants 
grow there. Living things 
decay quickly in this area.

Next up from the forest floor is 
the understory. This layer also 
doesn't get much sun so plants 
adapt to receive more. The plants 
grow larger leaves as that means 
that they have more chance of 
getting sun. Many animals also 
live in this area such as Jaguars, 
leopards, tree frogs and various 
insects.

The Understory

The Forest Floor
The third layer is the canopy. 
It is like a roof and there is a 
maze of leaves and branches. 
This layer is home to most of 
the animals.

Lastly, the highest layer is the 
emergent which is home to the 
tallest trees, the tallest being 
around 200ft tall. The trunks of 
some of the trees can measure to 
16ft around the outside. As there 
are no trees above this layer the 
trees gain loads of sunlight. 
Eagles, monkeys, birds, 
butterfly's and many more 
animals live in this layer.

The Canopy

The Emergent



Indigenous people
There are about 50,000,000 (50 
million) tribal people in the worlds 
rainforests. They depend on the 
rainforests to provide them with 
essentials such as food and shelter. 
When loggers destroy the rainforest, 
they destroy the people. The three 
largest tribes are the Yanomami, the 
Huli and the Pygmie. 
 
Pygmies- Live in central Africa  
 
Huli- Live in Papua New Guinea 
 
Yanomami- Live in South America

Animals
The rainforests are home to more 
than half of the worlds animals. 
Tiny insects to huge mammals all live 
there and every type of animal is 
represented. 

Fun facts
Did you know, that when a sloth 
does a poo, it does a poo dance?  
 
Poison dart frogs are used to make 
tribes darts poisonous, they make 
the frogs hot and then they dip the 
ends of their darts into the 
poisonous sweat. 
 
Two of some of the weirdest 
rainforest animals are called the 
glass frog and the Proboscis monkey.



Glass frog Proboscis monkey



Plants
The rainforest is also home to many plants, 
having more than 2/3 of the worlds plant 
species. These plants include the pitcher 
plant and the dumbcane. 
 
The pitcher plant is shaped like a jug and it 
contains a sweet, sticky liquid which attracts 
insects and even small rodents. A bug will 
either get stuck in there and the plant will 
eat it or a rat would come and eat the 
liquid. If a rat eats it then it makes them go 
to the toilet and the pitcher plant eats the 
poo. 
 
The dumbcane is a plant that was used lots 
in the past to stop servants from speaking. If 
it is eaten then the person who eats it gets 
swollen lips and is not be able to speak 
which is why they used it on servants.

There are various different types of 
plants such as epiphytes( which 
grow from other trees to be higher 
up) , drip tip, gutter vain and leaves 
that are hairy which are all ways to 
get the water off of the leaves. Rip 
vain is also another type, it is where 
the leaves rip to stop the plant from 
blowing over in the wind.

Pitcher plant

Dumbcane



Deforestation is a major issue 
as an estimated 18,000,000 
acres of trees are chopped 
down each year. Although 
they are chopped down for 
our resources loggers are 
taking away animals and 
indigenous peoples resources. 
By 2030 we might only have 
10% of the worlds rainforests 
and in 100 years there could 
be no rainforests left if people 
don't stop cutting them 
down. Trees provide oxygen 
so we need to keep them.

Deforestation



Almost extinct 

animals

Sumatran Orangutan

Sumatran TigerLear's Macaw

Bro
wn Spider M

onkey

Pygmy three-toed Sloth

Yellow Crested 

Cockatoo

Golden-bellied 
Capuchin

Elegant Frog

Mountain Gorilla



Animal gallery

Poison dart frog

Tucan

Leopard

Leopard 
cub

Chameleon

Frog

Monkey

Tree 
Snake



Enter a world of 
plants, animals and 
nature as you 
discover 
extraordinary facts 
that you never knew 
before. Learn about 
pitcher plants, 
almost extinct 
animals and more.  

Ben: I 
learnt so 

much!

Laura: I 

really 

enjoyed 

this book.
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