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New school year … new staff … new schools … 

Our company ethos actively encourages us all at 123ICT to 

enjoy time away from computers during the school holidays 

and we have used this summer to recharge the batteries. With 

memories of sunshine and travel, this term has started with 

our largest increase in support contracts to date and we are 

looking forward to working with all the schools that have 

joined us. We take our responsibilities seriously and continue 

to strive to improve the ICT support service we offer.  

On the staffing front, we are pleased to announce that we 

recently appointed Charlie Rowe who joined us in September 

on a full time basis. Charlie is a primary school teacher by trade 

and shares our company values of team work, cooperation and 

honesty. He also has firm views relating to the ICT support 

primary schools in Oxfordshire deserve and has the IT 

experience to back these views up. 

The winds of change are blowing through Oxfordshire LEA and 

the affect these are having on ICT services, mean that it 

promises to be a busy year for 123ICT. Thank you for your 

continued support and all the best for a successful year.       Nick 

123ICT approved to manage OCN broadband 

transition… 

Oxfordshire County Council are currently compiling a catalogue 

for schools to help them in the transition from the OCN to 

commercial broadband provision. The catalogue is due out at 

the end of September and 123ICT are pleased to announce that 

we are included in the list of local ICT support companies who 

are approved to project manage your broadband transition 

from the OCN to an alternative suppler. 

Based on our experiences so far in helping thirty Oxfordshire 

schools with their broadband transition, we feel it is in your 

interests to make plans as soon as possible. As well as OCC, we 

have recently met with all of the approved broadband 

suppliers: RM, Schools Broadband and EXA Networks. As our 

business model is based on acting impartially on your behalf, 

we are working with all of the above suppliers, looking to use 

our technical expertise to find the best solution for your school.  

Your 123ICT consultant is able to advise you directly and on 

page 4 of this newsletter you will find a more detailed 

broadband update. It is designed to be printed out and it may 

be of interest to other schools in your partnership who do not 

have a support contract with us.                                            Charlie 

 

123 wireless …… 

One of our priorities last year was to review the wireless 

options open to our schools. During the summer holidays we 

have overseen the installation of several wireless systems and 

we are really pleased with the outcomes.  

One small village school contacted us after being quoted 

£7000 for a new wireless system … the system we 

recommended was under £700. Not only have we identified a 

range of reliable solutions but we also believe they are great 

value for money and offer future proofing for use with new 

technologies (i.e iPads / iPods).                                                   Dan 

123 curriculum update … 

Carol Rainbow continues to contribute curriculum news and 

reviews to our website (www.123ICT.co.uk) on a freelance 

basis and you can keep up to date by following @123ICT on 

Twitter. The latest curriculum posts are also featured on page 

2 of this newsletter. 

Until the introduction of the new curriculum in 2014, schools 

will continue to have an individual responsibility to teach ICT 

to a high standard. New programmes such as the 'wiki 

curriculum', which is being implemented this September, are 

coming in to improve standards of ICT teaching. Charlie and 

Nick will be finding out more by attending The New ICT 

Curriculum conference taking place on 16th October.          Andy 

123 technical update … 

1. Visualisers – If you are thinking of buying a visualiser then 

it’s important you consider the practicalities of using it in 

the classroom. Many visualisers are top heavy and too 

large to sit on a teacher’s desk without completely 

clearing it. Our advice is to consider smaller USB 

visualisers or a high quality portable flatbed visualiser - 

see page 3 for our recommendations.                            Stuart 

2. OCN Email – Contrary to rumors, OCN email is not about 

to disappear and OCC have confirmed that it will be 

available to schools for the foreseeable future.                 Bill 

3. Staff laptops – Before the summer we recommended a 

high spec Samsung laptop to our schools. It proved so 

popular that XMA sold out within a week. The offer ended 

in July and at the moment the laptop we are 

recommending, is a slightly lower spec Samsung 

NP300E5A-A0KUK - it comes with a 5 year warranty and 

the XMA price is: £332.08 ex VAT.                                Stephen 

http://www.123ict.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/123ICT
http://www.insidegovernment.co.uk/children/ict-curriculum/
http://www.insidegovernment.co.uk/children/ict-curriculum/
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123 latest curriculum news … click on the links below: 
 

 Create Videos with Animoto 

 E-safety Resource EYFS / KS1 

 SMART Newsletter EDCompass 

 Play the Questionaut Game 

 Sharendipity 

 A Back to School Gift from Insafe 

 Literacy Shed  

 Motion Artist 

 Oktapodi 

 Digital Story Writing Activity 

 Pivot Olympics 

 Ideas to get to know your new class 

 Choose your own Adventure: Inklewriter 

 The Dyslexia Friendly Classroom 

 Distance learning using SMART products and iPads 

 Digital Skills for Teachers 

 Apple TV 

 Mixbook for Education 

 Sophos – Free virus detection and removal 

 New SMART Notebook release – Version 11 

 iPad and iPod docking station 

 

You will also find these KS1 curriculum packs available on our website. Please feel free to contact us 

if you would like us to put one together for you:  

 Dragons Website Links 

 Dinosaurs Website Links 

 Castles Website Links 

 Ice Cream Website Links 

 Pirates Website Links 

 Chocolate Website Links  

 

All the above articles plus many more are available on our website: http://www.123ICT.co.uk/  

http://www.123ict.co.uk/create-videos-with-animoto/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/e-safety-reminders-to-start-the-new-school-year/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/smart-newsletter-edcompass/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/play-the-questionaut-game/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/sharendipity/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/a-back2school-gift-from-insafe/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/literacy-shed/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/motion-artist/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/oktapodi/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/digital-story-writing-activity/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/pivot-olympics/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/ideas-to-get-to-know-your-new-class/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/choose-your-own-adventure/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/the-dyslexia-friendly-classroom/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/distance-learning-using-smart-products-ipad/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/the-33-digital-skills-every-21st-century-teacher-should-have/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/apple-tv/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/mixbook-education/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/sophos-free-virus-detection-removal/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/new-smart-notebook-release-version-11/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/docking-ipads-ipods/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/dragons/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/cross-curricular-dinosaurs/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/castles-website-links/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/ice-cream/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/pirates-website-links/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/chocolate/
http://www.123ict.co.uk/
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123 Visualisers Guide 
 
Visualisers are popular in primary schools but it can be difficult to judge which model would be 
the most cost effective. The worst cost scenario is to spend a few hundred pounds on a heavy, 
unstable visualiser that adds to the spaghetti of wires under your desk! 
 
Our advice is to consider a flatbed visualiser. These are easy to setup and give excellent quality. 
Simply put the book or object on the flat bed … they are a little bit like the beloved OHP and can 
even display your ancient collection of transparencies! 
 
Genee Vision 8100 Visualiser 
 
Price: £682.95 (ex VAT) 
 
The Genee Vision flatbed range of visualisers are popular in schools.  
They are probably top of your price range but many schools put them on a trolley 
so that they can be used in assemblies and shared between staff. 

 
 
If your budget is tighter (or you want a visualiser in each class) then below are two cheaper 
options. Both are small and light visualisers, making them extremely practical in a primary 
school classroom: 
 
 
Easi-View Visualiser 
 
Price: £99.95 ex VAT (RM offer) 
  
Designed by TTS with Primary Schools in mind, the Easi-View is a low cost visualiser. You 
can share work with the whole class, view 3D objects and take pictures or videos. The 
quality isn’t fantastic but is good enough when capturing and displaying pupils work. As 
with all visualisers, it has the added benefit that it can be used during stop animation.  

 

 
Hue HD Webcam 
 
Price: £29.95 ex VAT (RM offer) 
  
Designed as a webcam, The Hue HD is a versatile USB camera that can 
be used as a simple visualiser. Hue is available in blue, red, green, pink, 
black and white. It is fantastic value - you can buy 10 for the price of a 
standard classroom visualiser! 
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123 Broadband Update  

Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) are currently compiling a catalogue for schools to help them in the transition from 

the OCN to commercial broadband provision. The catalogue is due at the end of September and 123ICT are pleased to 

announce that we are included in the list of local ICT support companies who are approved to project manage your 

broadband transition from the OCN to an alternative suppler. 

Based on our experiences so far in helping over thirty Oxfordshire schools with their broadband transition, we feel it is 

in your interests to make plans as soon as possible. However, there is no rush and schools are well advised to wait for 

the OCC broadband catalogue before deciding upon the best way to proceed. As well as OCC, we have recently met 

with all of the approved broadband suppliers: RM, Schools Broadband and EXA Networks.  

 

 

 

Unlike other local support companies, our business model is based on acting impartially and we are working with all of 

the above suppliers. It is possible for you to go directly to these suppliers but there are the following advantages of 

123ICT obtaining quotes on your behalf: 

1. Technical expertise and experience  

123ICT have arranged more broadband transitions than any other local support company and have led the way 

helping schools obtain faster broadband for less money in the last 18 months. 

2. Impartiality  

123ICT does not just work with one broadband supplier but looks to act with integrity to find the best 

broadband solution for your school. 

3. Saving you time and money  

123ICT are happy to undertake the project management and installation free of charge. We also offer 123ICT 

schools a discount of 10% off the listed prices of your new broadband connection.       

123ICT will again be exhibiting at the annual conference of the ICT Schools Support Team, Oxfordshire County Council 

at the Kassam Stadium on Thursday 15 November 2012 and we would welcome the opportunity to discuss your 

broadband plans with you during the day.       


